
InfoEyes Training Presentation: Accessible Online Book Sources 
Features Matrix 

  Audible.com Overdrive Playaways eBooks 
W

eb
si

te
 complies Priority 1 and 3 

of W3C guidelines, fails 
Priority 2 with some 

errors 

does not comply with 
all of the W3C Web 

Content Accessibility 
Guidelines 

does not comply with 
all of the W3C Web 

Content Accessibility 
Guidelines 

does not comply with 
all of the W3C Web 

Content Accessibility 
Guidelines 

A
cc

es
si

bi
lit

y 

So
ftw

ar
e Website and "Audible 

Manager" has hotkeys. 
Their Help 

documentation has 
additional information 

works with screen 
readers (Window Eyes 
& JAWS); file format 

not compatible with the 
braille reader Bookport.

no software Available to download  

Su
bs

cr
ip

tio
n 1 credit = 1 book: Plans 

starting at $14.95/month 
(1 credit per month), 

$149.50/year (12 credits 
all at once) 

contact OverDrive for 
organization 
subscription 
information 

no subscription cost 
per title 

Purchase each title 
separately; no 

subscription fees; 10% 
discount on NYT 

Bestsellers  

C
os

t 

Pe
r I

te
m

 

1 book = 1 credit 
free to individual. Cost 
based on organization 

subscription 

most between $29.99-
$34.99 Varies per title  

Fi
le

 
Fo

rm
at

 

.aa (which allows you to 
pick up where you left off 

easily) 

audiobooks: .wma   
ebooks:.pdf    n/a depends on the type of 

Reader used  

So
ftw

ar
e 

Pr
og

ra
m

 "Audible Manager" is a 
free download, 

compatible with iTunes, 
Windows Media Player 

11, and Palm OS 

overdrive media 
console is a free 

download 
n/a 

Adode, MobiPocket 
Reader, Microsoft 

Reade, eb20, their own 
online reader. Reader 
software download is 
available at no charge 

 

A
cc

es
s 

Direct to Individual Through an 
Organization Direct to Individual Direct to Individual 

 

D
ev

ic
es

 

mac, pc, palm not compatible with 
mac or ipods self contained mac,pc,handheld 

device 



 
  Audible.com Overdrive Playaways eBooks 

 

C
at

al
og

 

over 35,000 titles 
including 1717 

magazines & newspapers 

1774 audiobooks, 100 
videos 494 books, 2 music 

80,000 popular, 
professional and 
academic titles 

 

A
va

ila
bi

lit
y 

immediate download, no 
waiting list 

immediate download for 
items without waiting 

list 
shipping time required immediate download, 

no waiting list 

 

Is
su

es
 

can't convert to .mp3 

some titles may need to 
be held in "bookbag" 

until they become 
available for download 
(waiting list). Files only 
available for 21 days 
before they "expire." 

none known 

Only Adobe 
formatted books 

enable printing and 
not all titles 

 

There is an "Audible: 
Blind Listeners Support 

Group" on Yahoo! 
Groups 

OverDrive recommends 
Creative's Zen Stone 

player 
(http://www.creative.co
m/products/product.asp
?category=213&subcat
egory=214&product=16

424) 

Return your Playaway 
and receive 50% off 

your next title and free 
shipping 

Offers a Readers 
comparison table to 

determine what 
download software to 

use  

     

can buy at 
Barnes&Noble, 

Borders, Brookstone, 
and Hudson 
Booksellers 

Free excerpts for 
titles which are new, 

noteworthy or 
strongly in demand 

every month.         

 

Fe
at

ur
es

 

    
also sells compatible 

portable speakers and 
fm transmitters 

  

 



 

  NetLibrary Bookshare RFB&D 
W

eb
si

te
 

does not comply with all of 
the W3C Web Content 
Accessibility Guidelines 

complies with all of the automatic 
checkpoints of the W3C Web Content 
Accessibility Guidelines, though does 
not comply with all of the automatic 

and manual checkpoints of the 
Section 508 Accessibility Guidelines 

Conforms to Level 1 of 
the W3C Web Content 
Accessibility Guidelines 

1.0 as well as US Section 
508 Standards. 

A
cc

es
si

bi
lit

y 

So
ftw

ar
e Online Reader w/built-in 

navigation tools, Adobe 
Reader for PDF-formatted 

material 

 Mac users must use Virtual PC for 
Windows to access Bookshare.org 
and all their downloadable tools.  

n/a 

Su
bs

cr
ip

tio
n 

No cost to individuals. 
Access is through affiliated 

libraries 

Individuals: $50/year, $25 sign-up fee   
 Organizations: cost based on # of 
downloads purchased. Also offers 

individual sponsored memberships: 
$75/new student, $50/year renewal 

UPDATE 10/1/07: Bookshare ceased 
charging schools and students 26 

years and under membership fees. 
More information available at 

http://www.bookshare.org  

Individual: $65.00 
registration fee plus 
$35.00 annual fee; 
Institution: Level 1 

$350.00 Level 2 $500.00; 
Level 3 $950.00; Plus 
Package: Additional 

Books = Plus 1-4 

C
os

t 

Pe
r I

te
m

 

free to individual. Cost 
based on organization 

subscription 
subscription based:        see above subscription based: see 

above 

Fi
le

 
Fo

rm
at

 

audiobooks: .wma   
ebooks:web-based online 

reader or pdf    
braille,text,Daisy, HTML   CD 

So
ftw

ar
e 

Pr
og

ra
m

 ebooks: NetLibrary Online 
Reader, Adobe 

eAudiobooks: Windows 
Media Player or compatible 

portable listening device 

Bookshare.org Unpack Tools, Victor 
Reader Soft for Daisy books n/a 

 

A
cc

es
s 

Direct to Individual or 
through an organization 

Direct to individual or through an 
organization 

Direct to individual or 
through an organization 

 

D
ev

ic
es

 

not compatible with macs 
or  ipods mac,pc,handheld device 

Specially adapted CD 
players or software.  

Victor Reader Vibe/Victor 
Reader Wave 



  NetLibrary Bookshare RFB&D 

 

C
at

al
og

 
ebooks: More than 140,000 

titles 
available, with 1,200+ 
added every month. 

eAudiobooks: More than 
2,000 titles 

available, with 30+ added 
every month. eJournals: 
Nearly 6,000 available, 

with more journals added 
every month. 

34,000 books, 150 periodicals, NFB-
Newsline (limited to those states that 

fund Newsline) 
37,438 titles 

 

A
va

ila
bi

lit
y 

Most titles available to 
download immediately, 
though you may have to 

wait for others 

immediate download for items without 
waiting list shipping time required 

 

Is
su

es
 Unless library has 

purchased a separate 
license, most ebooks must 

be read online.  

Machine generated voice for audio  cd format and fees 

 

Fe
at

ur
es

 

Users do NOT need an 
account to view or use 

eBooks or preview 
eAudiobooks. Users must 
have an account to check 
out eBooks, & download 

eAudibooks 

International visitors has access to 
about 15% of the collection 

Reference Librarians for 
assistance 

    
Community driven, people post books 

they want to read. Some only scan 
and some only check.  

  

 



 

  Project Gutenberg Unabridged NLS Digital Talking 
Books 

W
eb

si
te

 Recommends to all 
volunteers to comply with 

W3C Accessibility 
guidelines 

Website is accessible. 
OverDrive to redesign the 
content website to make it 
more accessible to user of 

screen reader software. 

Website behind login but 
website is designed with 
screen readers in mind. 

Tested with Internet 
Explorer and Firefox web 

browsers 

A
cc

es
si

bi
lit

y 

So
ftw

ar
e 

 No software needed No software needed No software needed 

Su
bs

cr
ip

tio
n 

No cost to anyone. All you 
need is Internet Access 

Library Membership based 
on total readership as 

reported to and compiled by 
NLS. Four categories--Very 

large-small. One time 
Collection Surcharge. 

Free to those eligible to 
use the service. Must 

have a visual or physically 
disability that prevents you 

from reading standard 
print material. Serves both 

individuals and 
institutions. 

C
os

t 

Pe
r I

te
m

 

Free   

If individual purchases a 
Victor Stream (around 
$320) or another NLS 

approved device, they can 
participate in digital 

download pilot project. 
Must register through NLS 

Fi
le

 
Fo

rm
at

 

Ebook: ASCII and HTML     
Audiobook: .wma .wma AMR-WB+  

So
ftw

ar
e 

Pr
og

ra
m

 

Compatible with Windows 
Media, Palm 

OverDrive Media Console 
MS Windows (*, XP, Vista, 

Windows Media Player 

Will need a separate 
program to unzip files and 

a flash memory card to 
insert into player  

  

A
cc

es
s 

Direct to Individual 

Patron logs in using library 
card and pin. Must be a 

patron of one of nine 
libraries --CA,CO, 

DE,IL,MA,NH,OR,TX 

Direct to individual or 
through an organization 

 

D
ev

ic
es

 

mac, pc, palm 
Portable CD or MP3, 

SmartPhones, HP and Dell 
Pocket PCs, Palm 

NLS provided player & as 
of 9/2007 Victor Reader 

Stream  



  Project Gutenberg Unabridged NLS Digital Talking 
Books 

 

C
at

al
og

 

over 20,000 titles 2,240 titles 

Downloadable collection 
reflects NLS collection in 

that it is comprised of 
about 55% fiction and 
45% nonfiction.  As of 

9/2007 over 6,000 books 
are available. Increases 

daily.  Also includes 
magazines 

 

A
va

ila
bi

lit
y 

immediate download 

Most titles available to 
download immediately, 

though you may  have to 
wait for others 

immediate download, no 
waiting list 

 

Is
su

es
 

Machine generated voice 
5 titles on loan; lending 
period 14 days; cannot 

renew 

Cannot listen to books on 
computer; must transfer to 
separate device. Players 

not expected to be 
available until mid 2008. 

 

Fe
at

ur
es

 

20,000 free ebooks whose 
copyright has expired 

Trouble shooting support by 
email 

If individual purchases a 
Victor Stream or another 
NLS approved device, 
they can participate in 
digital download pilot 
project. Must register 

through NLS 

  computer read audio Old Time Radio 
Offers an unmoderated 
email-based discussion 

list.  

  supported by volunteers Section: New to Collection Limits download to 30 
books/month  

      

If a title is available in 
digital format but not in the 
download collection it can 

be added upon request 

 


